Neuropsychologic differences between bilateral dyskinetic and spastic cerebral palsy.
This study compared the neuropsychologic performance of 30 adolescents and adults with bilateral dyskinetic, mixed, and spastic cerebral palsy aged between 16 and 38 years. The sample was relatively homogeneous in terms of motor severity; no patients were able to walk unaided. In all subjects, we evaluated the general function of nonverbal reasoning and the following specific neuropsychologic areas: language, visual perception, memory, praxis, and frontal functions. Individuals with dyskinetic cerebral palsy had better auditory comprehension, visuospatial abilities, immediate visual memory, and working verbal memory than those with spastic cerebral palsy. Frontal function was the only cognitive function on which subjects with dyskinetic cerebral palsy had lower scores. We conclude that the neuropsychologic profiles of dyskinetic and spastic cerebral palsy are different.